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MINUTES OF COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING
DATE: Wednesday 14 September 2022 TIME:  10.00 am
VENUE: Quayside House, Shire Hall

Present
Membership:

Cllr Carole Allaway-Martin
Cllr Phil Awford
Cllr Matt Babbage
Cllr Paul Baker
Cllr John Bloxsom
Cllr David Brown
Cllr Alastair Chambers
Cllr Cate Cody
Cllr Linda Cohen
Cllr Stephen Davies
Cllr Ben Evans
Cllr Stephan Fifield
Cllr Bernard Fisher
Cllr Andrew Gravells MBE
Cllr David Gray
Cllr Terry Hale

Cllr Rebecca Halifax
Cllr Tim Harman
Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
Cllr Colin Hay
Cllr Jeremy Hilton
Cllr Stephen Hirst (Vice-
Chair)
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson
Cllr Beki Hoyland
Cllr Mark Mackenzie-
Charrington
Cllr Chris McFarling
Cllr Dr Andrew Miller
Cllr Dom Morris
Cllr Gill Moseley
Cllr Emma Nelson
Cllr Alan Preest (Chair)
Cllr Philip Robinson

Cllr Steve Robinson
Cllr Vernon Smith
Cllr Lisa Spivey
Cllr Lynden Stowe
Cllr Wendy Thomas
Cllr Brian Tipper
Cllr Pam Tracey MBE
Cllr Chloe Turner
Cllr Robert Vines
Cllr Roger Whyborn
Cllr Kathy Williams
Cllr Susan Williams
Cllr Suzanne Williams
Cllr Dr David Willingham

Apologies: Cllr Dr David Drew, Cllr Joe Harris, Cllr Alex Hegenbarth, Cllr Nick 
Housden, Cllr Graham Morgan, Cllr Dave Norman MBE, Cllr Sajid Patel 
Honorary Aldermen John Cordwell, Bill Crowther and John Sewell

95. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2022 were confirmed and signed as a 
correct record. 

96. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations were made. 

97. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman explained that a photographer would be present during the meeting 
to take photographs. These photographs would be included in a public record of 
this meeting which would be held at Archives. 
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Members were also reminded to sign the book of condolence which was placed in 
the reception at Shire Hall. 

In light of the sad news concerning the death of Her Majesty the Queen, the 
Chairman sought the agreement of Council to defer those items and motions which 
were already on the agenda to the next meeting of Council; and to exercise his 
discretion to allow a motion paying tribute to Her Majesty the Queen to be brought 
forward and debated. 

The Chairman therefore moved a motion without notice to suspend Standing 
Orders 2.1 (except 2.1.2), 8.7, 8.8 and 9.6 and to defer the remaining items of 
business to the following meeting of Council.

The Vice-Chairman seconded the motion and, on being put to the vote, the motion 
was supported unanimously.

98. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Public questions alongside answers were published on the Gloucestershire County 
Council website. Any member of the public who wished to ask a supplementary 
question was invited to put it in writing to the Democratic Services team, in order to 
receive a written response.

99. CORPORATE PARENTING 

In light of the sad news concerning the death of Her Majesty the Queen, this report 
was deferred to the next meeting of the Council. 

100. PETITIONS 

In light of the sad news concerning the death of Her Majesty the Queen, this item 
was deferred to the next meeting of the Council. 

101. MOTIONS 

The Chairman exercised his discretion under Standing Order 2.2 to allow a motion 
to be moved which paid tribute to Her Majesty the Queen. 

Before proceeding to the motion, members joined the Chairman in two minutes of 
silence in remembrance of Her Majesty the Queen. 

Cllr Mark Hawthorne, the Leader of the Council moved the following motion: 

Motion 912– to mark the death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II

On behalf of the people of Gloucestershire, council expresses our profound sorrow 
at the news of the death of Her Majesty the Queen.
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The Queen has been a steadfast hand for seven decades, providing leadership and 
service that has transcended political lines. Her Majesty’s commitment to her role 
and sense of duty serves as an example to us all. 

As the people of Gloucestershire mourn her passing, council extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to His Majesty King Charles III and his family.

God Save the King. 

The Leader explained that they gathered today as representatives of 
Gloucestershire and elected leaders of their respective communities to recognise 
Her Majesty the Queen’s extraordinary public service. He referred to the words 
spoken by His Majesty the King, Charles III, of ‘a life well-lived; a promise with 
destiny kept and she is mourned deeply in her passing’. He also referred to the 
tribute paid by former Prime Minster Boris Johnson.

The Leader expressed surprise at the sorrow and personal loss he had felt on 
hearing of Her Majesty’s passing, reflecting that she had been a constant thread 
through 15 prime ministers and seven decades of upheaval and social change. He 
recognised her ability to bring communities together, such as when celebrating her 
jubilees or more locally during her 20 official visits to Gloucestershire. 

He spoke of the hope Her Majesty’s words had inspired during the first Covid-19 
lockdown when she said ‘we will be with our friends again, we will be with our 
families again, we will meet again’. 

The Leader reflected on his own personal experience of meeting Her Majesty when 
receiving his MBE at Windsor Castle in 2014, highlighting her ability to be at ease 
with her people. 

He also spoke of Her Majesty’s unwavering dedication to duty, having made a 
promise as a princess in 1947, aged just 21, to devote her life to service. 

The Leader thanked Her Majesty the Queen, on behalf of the residents of 
Gloucestershire, for her 70 years of dedicated service; for the promise she kept; for 
all the times she pulled the nation together; for the example she set; for the sense 
of public service she inspired; for the way she touched all lives; and for defining the 
age we lived in today. 

Cllr Ben Evans, Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group, Cllr John Bloxsom, Leader 
of the Labour Group, and Cllr Cate Cody, Leader of the Green Group, seconded the 
motion. 

Cllr Evans, on behalf of the Liberal Democrat Group, offered their condolences to 
the Royal Family for their loss, and to everyone who loved her. He spoke of his 
respect for the way Her Majesty carried out her duty, from an early age until the 
week of her death. He also spoke of his respect for all those who served the public, 
such as police officers and nurses. 



Minutes subject to their acceptance as a 
correct record at the next meeting

- 4 -

He focussed on Her Majesty’s sense of duty and faithfulness during her youth, 
noting that at age 14, as a princess, Her Majesty addressed the BBC’s Children’s 
Hour to raise morale during the Second World War; at age 17 the law was changed 
to enable her to act as Counsellor of State in the event of her Father’s 
incapacitation or absence; at age 18 she joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service as a 
driver and mechanic; and at age 21 she promised to devote her life to service. 

Cllr Bloxsom, on behalf of his division, the County Labour Group, and wider Party, 
spoke of the nation mourning the passing of a remarkable sovereign.

He spoke of Her Majesty’s devotion, love and service for this Country, remarking 
that she was the longest serving and greatest monarch, who had stood above 
politics and had reassured the public during times of crisis. 

Cllr Bloxsom remarked on Gloucestershire’s special relationship with the Royal 
Family and that Her Majesty had visited the County on many occasions.

He referenced the words Her Majesty had spoken as a princess when speaking to 
children and young people during the Second World War, in that it would be up to 
that generation to make the world a happier and better place. 

Cllr Bloxsom pledged allegiance to His Majesty the King, recognising that he would 
keep alive Her Majesty’s values and sense of public service. 

Cllr Cody also offered her condolences to the Royal Family, and reflected that Her 
Majesty had been a remarkable woman working tirelessly for this Country, and 
inspiring and influencing woman and girls across the world. 

She commented that Her Majesty had walked a ‘tightrope’ with dignity and 
diplomacy, shaking hands with those she may rather not have. Cllr Cody suggested 
that this was something people could learn from. 

Cllr Cody also reflected on her own personal experience of meeting Her Majesty at 
a show where she was showcasing driving oxen. 

Other members also paid tribute to Her Majesty the Queen and expressed their 
condolences to her family, on behalf of the divisions they represented, reflecting on 
her influential leadership; her reliability; her integrity; her faith; and her devotion and 
service to her people. 

Some spoke of Her Majesty as being a constant and calm presence in an ever-
changing world, whilst others recognised her influence on the nation’s sense of 
identity and values. 

One member spoke of Her Majesty’s ability to transcend boundaries, such as age, 
race, gender and social class, and of her being one of the most important feminists 
in the last century, having normalised working women; showcased adventurous 
women; and given a voice to powerful women. 
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Some members reflected on Her Majesty’s sense of humour, her smile and that she 
did not take herself too seriously. Others highlighted her wisdom, knowledge and 
her interest in certain areas, such as nature, horse racing and science. It was noted 
that Her Majesty had a tremendous record of charitable support, having been 
patron for over 600 causes. 

One member commented that the Queen was an optimist, yet was also clear about 
human weakness.

Some spoke of their personal experiences of meeting Her Majesty, for example at 
the Royal Garden Parties; during her official visits to Gloucestershire; or through 
chance meetings such as at the Windsor Horse Show. Others spoke of the 
significant impact Her Majesty had had on their lives, despite having not met her in 
person, and on her ability to bring communities together, such as during her 
jubilees. 
  
Another member spoke of paying their respects outside Buckingham Palace on 
hearing the news of Her Majesty’s passing. 

Several members expressed their support to His Majesty the King, recognising his 
connections to Gloucestershire, and proclaiming ‘God save the King’. 

The Chairman thanked several officers for their hard work following the sad 
announcement of the death of Her Majesty the Queen, including Louise Antonova, 
Adam Barnes, Pete Bungard, Rob Ayliffe, the Custodians, and the Democratic 
Services team, in particular Jo Moore. 

The Leader of the Council summed up the debate, thanking members for their 
tributes. 

On being put to the vote, it was

RESOLVED that 

On behalf of the people of Gloucestershire, council expresses our profound sorrow 
at the news of the death of Her Majesty the Queen.

The Queen has been a steadfast hand for seven decades, providing leadership and 
service that has transcended political lines. Her Majesty’s commitment to her role 
and sense of duty serves as an example to us all. 

As the people of Gloucestershire mourn her passing, council extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to His Majesty King Charles III and his family.

God Save the King. 

102. MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 
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Member questions alongside answers were published on the Gloucestershire 
County Council website. Any member who wished to ask a supplementary question 
was invited to put it in writing to the Democratic Services team, in order to receive a 
written response.

103. SCRUTINY REPORT 

In light of the sad news concerning the death of Her Majesty the Queen, this report 
was deferred to the next meeting of the Council. 

CHAIRPERSON

Meeting concluded at 11.20 am


